PREFACE
I HAD been for some time at ^ork on an extended history dealing in detail with the foreign and domestic events of our time when the need of a summarized version was strongly brought home to me by contact with teachers and students. Much of this period (1886 to 1932) is the " blind spot " of youth, in that it comprises events which have ceased to be politics but are not yet history, and are only known to the young by an oral tradition which grows dim and uncertain. To a previous generation this was relatively unimportant, but to the present generation some clear knowledge of the momentous events of the immediately preceding years is essential to any attempt to understand the present times.
I have therefore broken off my longer studies in order to make an effort to fill this gap by writing this book. There are of course special dangers and difficulties in any effort of this kind. The choice has to be made between leaving this history unwritten and bringing into it much that is still the subject of political controversy. My own impression is that the fear of politics has been carried to the point at which it threatens" to deprive us of the history that is most serviceable at the time when it most needs to be written and taught. But it is quite impossible for anyone who has lived and worked through these times to write any account of them in which his own bias and personal opinions will not appear, and I will only say that I have endeavoured throughout this book to give the reader the facts which will enable him to form his own judgment, when he differs from mine.
Here and there I have borrowed a few phrases and sentences from previous books of my own, but I have not thought it necessary to trouble the reader with references.
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